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FOREWORD -

The Lansing Planning Board is pleased to submit this report on recommended goals and objectives
for the City of Lansing. With the time rapidly approaching the twenty-first century, and the City having
had an era of growih development and significant e¢hange, the City must prepare to meet new

challenges and provids the leadership and direction to enter the emerging future for lhe Lansmg
community.

The City Goals and Objectives as presented in 1977 were the mainstays of the City's
Comprehensive Development Plan; they have been reviewed, revised and expanded to address
Lansing's future. These goals and objectives statements are intended to provide focused direction,
resources and activity for Lansing's future. Several of the goals and objectives identified by the City
in 1977 have been achieved; others require revisions in direction. There have been a number of new
objectives formulated thatimply greater emphasis on old issues, and some which suggested actions
to redress growing problems in order to continue to make Lansing an excellent place ta live. There
are a few objectives that suggest that City ordinances be altered to spur positive development and
recognize preservation of old and traditional physical features.

This document is designed to be used in developing plans for the future, with specific priorities and '

programs directed toward enhancing the commumty by supporting its neighborhoods and the
central business area.

The document is presentéd to the Cily Council for their use and to distribute to the community to
obtain input for the future. The final statement of Goals and Objectives, once accepted, will set the
direction for the City to move into the twenty-first century. These goals should be reviewed a

minimum of once each decade to ensure the community addresses change and needs ina tlmely :
manner. .

Lansing is a great ptace to live, raise a family, work, and achieve a higher education. These proposed '

goals and objeclives will provide the Mayort City Coungcil, and citizens of Lansing with aguide forthe
future
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GROWTH

GOAL

The City of Lansing must strive to provide the best physical, social, and economic environments to
encourage aesthetic and functional beauty, cultural heritage, and economic diversity which wiil
establish this community as a safe, attractive, dynamic and desirable place to live and work in the
twenty-first century. :

OBJECTIVES

A

m

Continue to provide as a priority a variety of municipal and housing services at the levels
necessary to sustain existing development and support appropriate new growth.

. Create a feeling of safety and comfort for arid among neighborhood residents.

. Maintain schools and neighborhoods at a high quality to encourage more home ownership.

Maintain and capitalize on the City's ethnic, cultural and economic diversity.

. Create and support viable and active neighborhood organizations throughout Lansing, establish

a theme for Lansing and encourage related themes to be generated and promoted at the
neighborhood tevel.

. Encourage parent involvement in schools and other educational programs to preserve, and

mare |mportantly, to strengthen youth interest and involvement in the community.

. Establish and implement a structural Capitol Construction Control Zone to regulate bmldtng

heights and locations with respect to the vistas and visual corridors {o the Capitol building from
various locations. This plan should recognize and set standards for preservauon of historical
vistas and air rights over the public right-of-way.

. Establish within the Capitol Center District a policy prohibiting significant encroachments within

the public rights-of-way which represent major visual approaches to the State Capitol. This
policy should include air rights as weli as ground encroachments. The restriction of

encroachment may extend beyond the Capitol Center District boundaries along significant
visual vistas.

. Establish and implement a process which incorporates a comprehensive impact analysis

system into fand use decision making.

. Raview the City's Goals and Objectives each decade to keep the community and its resources

focused on improving Lansing as a better place 1o live, work and visit.
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GOAL

RESIDENTIAL

Establish the City of Lansing as the regional model for safe, 'sound, clean and environmentally
pleasing residential neighborhoods having a diversity of housing for all families and individuals.

 RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD OBJECTIVES

A. Emphasize the residential necghborhood as the geographic basic unit of the City for targeting
services and developing programs to improve the living environment.

B. Encourage the creation of neighborhood organizations and strengthen existing organizations to
promote active participation in neighborhood preservation and improvement.

C. Promote increased homeownership by 10 percent over 1980 census levels by the year 2000
Home ownership is a positive enhancement to neighbarhood preservation and stability.

. ‘ EXISTING HOUSING OBJECTIVES

A. Existing Housing

Preserve existing housihg through a joint effort of the public and private sectors. This must be a
primary obiective ’

1.

Make preservation and conservation of existing housing a pnonty and seek aiternatlves to
demolmon resulting ffom public and private development expansion and/or neglect.

. Expand the homestead concept to apply to sales between pnvate individuals.

. Limit removal of housing only as an extremely selectwe activity, which may bein accordance

with neighborhood plans for reducing avercrowded conditions-and elimination of bllght or
removing health/safety risks in the area,

. Reduce high density in older neighborhoods where overcrowding and overdevelopmént are

a problem.

.. Reuse land resulting from selective clearance for the benefit of the neighborhood as a

common open space, or redistribute it for use by adjacent resident property owners. Promote
infill housing as an alternative where appropriate. Plan a reuse strategy with the
neighborhood as part of any redevelopment program: -

. Reexamine the Zoning Code for possible amendment 1o allow greater flexibility in addressing

fire damage situations in order to preserve housing stock.

. identify and encourage historic preservation of existihg residential structures that are

architecturally, socially, and historically significant.






